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being built upon an advanced ground, with ﬂflﬁ% to
it, parceof the infide was fo obicured by the hill,
chat it could not be difcerned, At the top of thefe
fourteen fteps there was a plain level of three hun-
dred cubits up to the wall, and from thence five
fteps more to the gates of the temple.  There were
alfo four from the north, as many from the fouth,
and two from the eaft.

The women had an oratory, or place of worlhip,
by themiclves, with a parution wall to i, and two
gates, one to the fouth, and the other to the north,
which were the two only paflages of entrance for the
women ; nor were they permitted to pafs their own.
This place was free indifferently to women, inhabi-
tants as well as [trangers, that came hither on pur-
poles of devotion. The wett fide was a dead wall,
without any door at all. Betwixe the aforelaid gates,
and over againit the wall, near the treatury, there
were gallertes, with (tately pillars to luppert them,
fingle, and, excepting their magnitude, not inferior
to thule of the lower court.

Some of the gates were plated over with gold and
filver, poils, rronts and all : but there was onc with-
out the temple of Corinthian brafs, which was
much the richer metal of the three. There were
double doors to every gate, each thirty cubits high,
and filteen broad. 'lhll;')" were wider within, and
had drawing rooms on ciach hand, ot thirry cubits

Iquare, after the manner of wurrets, upwards of

wwenty cubits hugh, each of them borne up with pil-
lars of twelve cubits in thicknels, the other gates
bein of the fame dimenfions in_proportion. As to
the Corinthian poreal, on the catt-fide of the temple,
where the women entered, it was certainly the Jargelt
and moll magnilicent of them ally being tilty cubits
hizh, and the gold and filver plates upon 1t more
fubittantial than thofe that Alexander, the father of
Tiberius, laid uponthe other'nine.  There were hif-
teen lleps which led trom the wall of the court of
tie women to the greater gate, whereas thole that
led thither from the other gates were five fteps
fhorter.

The holy temple itlelf, called emphatically the
lanctuary, was placed in the middle, with twelve
fieps o aleend 1. The height of it was an hundred
cubits, and the breadth as many in the front; but
behind ic wanted forty of that number.  The height
ol the hrfk gate was feventy cubits, and twenty-hve
over; bue it had no doors, beinz;inn emblem vilible
and open to the whole world. The front and out-
lides were gile; nor was there any thing in the
middle or the temple that had not a brilliant luftre,

The inner part was divided into two partitions.
The firlt of them in fight was opea to the top,
which was ninety cubits in height, forty in length,
and twenty in breadth. There were lavers und
branches of vines over head, and large clulters of
Urapes thae hung pendant, between five and fix feet
deep, all of gold,  The other partition of the tem-
ble, being ceiled above, appeared the lower of the
two, The doors alfo of it were of gold, fifty-five
cubits in height, and fixteen in breadch, with a piece
of Babylonian tapeltry hanging before them of the
fame dimenfions, interwoven with blue, purple, and
fearler, in a molt curious manner. Nor was this
mixture of colours without a myftical interpreca-
ton, as it alluded to the four elemients, cither by
the colours themfelves, or the matter of which they
were compoled ; the fearlet reprefenting the fire,
tic iilk the earth that produced it, the azure the
1y and the purple the fea from whence it comes,
~0 that this veil, or hanging, was, in miniature, an
tmblem of the univerfe.

, L lus entrance led to the lower part of the temple;
Uie heighe and length of it was fixty cubits, and
Uie breadth twenty. “This length of fixty cubits
Was then fubdivided into two unequal parts, one of
iorty cubits, and the other of twenty. The former
|1 of forty cubits, had in it the three wonders that
l}ni‘l::ucn celebrated over the whole world ; the can-
¢leftick, the table of fhew-bread, and the altar of
ncenfe.  The candleflick had feven branches all
outof the fame ftem, with feven lights, reprefenting
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the feven planets. The twelve loaves of thew-bread,
upon the table, pointed at the twelve figns of the zo-
diack, and the courle of the year. By the thirteen
forts of pertumes in the cenler upon the altar of in-
cenfe, with which the fea replenifhed it, we are
given to underitand, that the Almighty Creator is
fovereign of the umverle, and thac all chings are
formed for his honour and fervice,

The inner part of the temple being only twenty
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{ cubits in heighe, was allo divided by a veil from the

other: nor was any man permitted to ¢nter, or fo
much as look into 1. It was called the Sanétuary,
or Holy of Folies. Upon the fides of this lower
temple there were feveral apartments leading from
one to another, with three ftories over head, and pal-
fages into them out of the great portal.  The upper
part, being narrower than the other, could not fr.wc
the convenience of the fame order of chambers ;
but it was forty cubits higher, though the lefs fplen-
did of the two. “Thus we collec¢t that the whole
height, including the fixty cubits from the Aoor,
amounted to an hundred cubis.

The curiofity and beauty of the outfide of the
temple was charming to a degree, being faced every
where with fubltantial golden plates, thac fparkled
like the beams of the fun, and dazzled the eye of the
beholder,  Where there was no gilding, the parts
were {o delicately white, that it appeared, ar a dif-
tance, to travellers, like a marble mountain, or pil-
lar ot fhow. The roof was covered with tharp.
pointed Ipikes, to prevent any pollution by birds fit-
tng upon it.  Some of the flones of this building
were forty-five cubits in length, five in height, and
fix in breadth.,

_The altar before the temple was fifteen cubits
1igh, and forty Iquare, with four angles to it, relem-
bling horns.  Thepaffage to the alcar was by an in-
fenhible acclivity. It was formed without any iron
tool. There was a partition raifed of {tone-work,
curioufly wrought, and of one cubit in height, en.
clofing the temple, or the fanctuary and the alear,
and feparating the people from the priells. No un.
clean perfons, either male or female, were fuffered in
the temple, or even in the ¢ity: nor were men al-
lowed to enter the inner temple without being firit
purified, and cven then allo they were not o mix
with the pricfts.

Thofe of the facerdotal race, that were hindered
by any defefl tfrom the exercile of their function,
ook their places with thole that had none, and had
their allowance in common with the reit, but under
the diftinction of a lay habit: for no man is allowed
to wear the veftments of a prieft, but he that ac-
tually exccutes the office.

The pricits that miniftered in the temple, and at
the altar, wereto be menexemplary in their lives and
converlation, and witheut either fcandal or blemifh,
I'heir cloathing was to be fine linen, and they were
to be abilemious and temperate in their cating and
drinking,out of reverence to their holy funétion. T he
high-prictt went up, wich the other rielts, to the
altar every feventh day, upon the ﬁrlllz day of every
month, and upon all public anniverfary feftivals
when he officiated in a veil girt about him, an
hanging down over part of his thighs, with a linen
veil under it, that reached down to the ground. On
bath thefe he wore a large violet coloured Zarment
iringed at the bottom, and golden bells and pome:
granates interchangeably faftened to it; the bells
reprelenting the thunder, and the other the lighten-
ing.  His pectoral, or girdle, that tied the garment
to the breaft, was embroidered with five rows of
variegated colours, as gold, purple, fcarlet, linen,

and violer, which were the colours alfo of the veils
of the temple.

The like embroidery was upon the ephod - i
had more gold in it, its form reﬁ:mb]ig 'th}atb:tt' I-.E.
breait piece. It was bound together with two gol.
den buckles, and fet with the largeft and richefl fap.
dqnix ftones that could be procured, with the names
of the twelve tribes of Ifrael infcribed upon them.
There were alfo four rowsof emeralds hanging down
in the order of three and three in a row; that is ro
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