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“The cir-
cumference
of the city.

Three fa-
mroustowers
erctted by
Herod,
Hippicos,
Phalaelus,
and Mari-
amne.
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itfelf, and not inferior, for ftrength and beauty, to
the ftones and workmanthip of the temple,

Thefe towers were raifed twenty cubits above the
wall, with winding ftair-cafes leading up to them,

convenient apartments at the top, and cifterns for |
Upon the third wall there were ninety |

rain water. U
towers of the fame form, and at the equal diftance
of two hundred cubits one from another. The

middle wall had only fourteen rowers, and the old |

wall fixty. The compals of the whole city was
thirty-three furlongs.

The third wall was an exquifite picce of work-
manfhip from one end to the other; but yet not
comparable to the tower called Plephinos. It
ftood upon the angle of the wall, north-weft of the
city, upon that quarter where T'itus had encamped.
Being feventy cubits high, it afforded, on a clear
day, a profpect of Arabia, the fea, and uttermoit
confines of the Hebrews. It was, in figure, an octa-
gon ; and over againft it was the tower of Hippicos:
and hard by it were two other towers, ereted by He-
rod on the old wall, which, for magnitude, beauty,
and ftrengeh, were looked upon as mafler-picces.
For, befides other inftances of the magnanimity and
magnificence of this king towards the city of Je-
rufalem, he cauled thele to be erected in foextraor-
dinary a manner, to gratify a particular inclination,
dedicating them to the memory of three perfons, tor
whom he poffefifed the greatelt efteem, his brother,
his friend, and his wife; the two former having fig-
nalized themfelves by dying glorioufly in the h-;Td
of battle, and the other being {lain at his own in-
ftance in a fit of jealoufy.

The tower of Hippicos, fo named from one of
his friends, had tour angles, five and twenty cubits
in breadth, and thirty in heighe, and the whole body
of it folid. Above this was a plattorm of [tone ac-
curately joined, and a receptacle for rain water of
twenty cubits depth. On this terrace were two
{tones of five and twenty cubits each, divided into
{feveral apartments; and over that building were
two battlements of two cubits in height, and pa-
rapets of three cubits all round, amounting, in the
whole, to the height of eighty-five cubits.

Herod called the fecond tower Phalael, from the
name of his brother. lis breadth and height were
forty cubits. It was folid within from op to bot-
tom. Above this was a porch ten cubits high,
fupported with arches, and embellifhed with divers
curiofities. Over the middle of this porch was an-
other, with elegant baths and apartments belonging
to it, fuitable to the magnilicence of the royal toun-
der.  On the top of it were battlements and forti-
fications ; the whole heighe of the tower falling little
fhort of ninety cubits. It had, at a diftance, fome
refemblance of the watch-tower of 1*haros, the
tamous land-mark to thofe that failed towards
Alexandriay but much larger; and at this time the
refidence of Simon, that oppreflive tyrant.

The third tower was Mariamne, {o called from
the name of his queen. Tt was twenty cubits fquare,
and 55 cubits high. It muit be allowed, that the
ftruéture, apartments, and furniture of the other
two towers were pompous and elegant; but they
were as much beneath the curiofity, beauty, and
ornament of this, as this fell (hort of the ftrength

of the other two, being properly adapted to the
F |

delicacy of the fair lex,

Though thefe towers were very high, they ap-
peared more {o from the rlat:t on which they were
raifed : for the old wall they ftood upon was idelf
erected upon a very high piece of ground, and thole
turrets were advanced upon the top ot a lnll that was
yet thirty cubits higher than the ancient wall. Nor
were they lels admirable for the materials they were
compoled of than the ftru€ture. The (tones were
neither common, or of a weight to be removed with
hands: they were of white marble, cut out into
planks, twenty cubits in lengch, ten in breadtih,
and five in depth, and put together with fuch are,
that there were no joints to be feen ; fo that every
diftinét tower looked like one entire piece.
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As thefe towers were on the fouth-

wall, the king had thereunto adjoim;dﬁiepg{aﬂ]e A
magnificent beyond defcription. It was t:n-:lotc-r’ %,
with a wail thirty cubits high, and adorned wjiﬁ
turrets, of the belt workmanthip, planted around it
atan equal diltance one from the other, with elegan;
apartments, and fpacious halls for public entertay
ments. ‘There was an incredible collettion of the
choicefl marble, for variety of colours, that could
oflibly be purchaled. ‘T'he roofs were wonderfy]

oth for the length of the beams, and the fplendoy;
of their. ornaments. The number of apartments
was very great, and they were amply furmfhed wich
}v_hatt:vcr could tend to elegance or convenience
I'here were porches and galleries in abundance.
leading in a kind of circle from one to another, and

The courts, that

The sl

in cach of them a row of pillars.
lay to the open airy had the agrecable profpect of ;.
vers groves, and many nurferies ot plants, lone ay
plealant walks, befet with cifterns, fountains l-?il“.““
and brazen figures itTuing forth water, with ikt
of tan)t:Jngcopslg:uhering about it tor retrefhmen,
But, indeed, it is impoflible to give a compleat de.
leription of this fumptuous palace : belides, it is
irkiome to call to remembrance the devattation tha
was made of it by an impious crew of incendiaries
and traitors. T his confagration was not the work -
of the Romans, but a band of milcreants, as we have
already oblerved, upon the breaking out of the'e
tumults, who burnt all from the fort of Antonia,
and then carrying the fire into the palace, fet the
roofs of the three towers in a blaze,

The temple, as before obferved, was built upon 1 ;
very hard rock, which was fo {leep, that, at firll,
there was [carce ground on the top fullicient for the
facred fabric, and the enclofure that was to be abour
it. When Kking Solomon ereéted this editice, he
commanded the running up a wall to the eaftward of
it to keep up the earthy and having chus tar lecured
it, he built a porch upon the rampart. T here was
not as yet any other tortification ; but the people
carrying up mould from time to time, the banks be-
came greatly enlarged. They broke down, fome
time after this, the north-wall, and rook in as much
ground therero as lerved, at length, for the founda.
tion of the whole temple. |

Thedelign fucceeded fo much beyond expectation,
that they encompafled the hill with three walls, a2
prodigious expence of time and treafure @ for it was
not only the work of ages, but the whole mafs of re-
ligious oblations from all parts of the world, to the
honour and fervice of the Moit [High, was expended
upon this undertaking, computing the charge as
well of the upperas of the lower temple, which lat-
ter was erecied upon a foundation of three hundrd
cubits deep s but the depth did not appear, a5 the
valley was now filled up ro the very level ot [
{treets in the city. The tones, provided for thisim
menfe work, were forty cubits in length, which
proves, upon the whole, that liberality, conflancy,
and perfeverance can effedt altonifhing things.

_As the foundations were wonderful, fo the o
nificence of the fuperftruéture was not inienc
‘that of the ground-work., The galleries were 3
double, upheld by pillars of white marble, ail of &
piece, and five and twenty cubits in height, W
fcotted with cedar, moft curioully carved, o that
they exhibited a molt elegant view to the {peciaeh
They were all thirty cubits over, and lix turions
the whole compals of them, including the tower &
Antonia. Thefeentire courts, that wercexpoled (017
air, were laid with {tones of all forts: but the leconc
court was lined on each fide with ftone ballu!
of threc cubits high, delicately wrought, and
polithed. In this paffage were feveral pillars, 0%
poled in regular form and order, with 1::10r.1| pre-
cepts inferibed upon them in Laanand Greek,
politively forbidding (trangers ro enter 1012 2
holy place; for the fecond court was called the fa";:
tuary, and was alcended by fourieen fteps abovet s
firtt. The figure of it was four-fquare, with 3 ¥
peculiar to ittelf, which, though torty cublts® e
out, was but twenty-five within, the place s
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covered with fteps thar led o alcend it 1h’i:-!:_.!._
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