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the lalt ro thecity itfelfs

e
the name of the Tower of Antonia, in honour of
his erear friend Anthony, who once prevailed over
(e Romans.

I the wellern quarter of the enclofure of the
temple were four gates. The firlt led to the king’s
[.',:|;|“-., two more to the fuburbs af the city; and

' with-a defcent of many

fieps down fo the valley; and an alcent, on the uthcr:

of as many fteps, up to the top. The city

fide,

(lood ever amaintt the temple, in_the mapner of a.

theatee, encompafled, towards the fouth, witha deep
In the middle of the Iquare was another
are, equi-tittant from the two angles, with ftately
voval cloilters, with three walls, that rcm;iu:d,r mn
Jeneth, from the calt valley to the wt:l]: ;. for they
coutd not poffibly reach any further.  This afford-
ed - a mﬂft extraordinary uicﬂ;lu:li:; for the valley
wis do very decp, and the height of the building
over it fo fupendous, that it caufed a giddinets in
the brain o 1l(}-nk down from the top oi the batcle-
ments. Lhis cloifter had pillars that {tood in tour
rows, equi-diftant, with aftone wall wrought up
briwixe thofe of the fourth rank. “The pillars were
as much as three men could fathom, being feven
and twenty feetin length, and upon a double bafe.
The number of them was one hundred and lixty-
two. 1he chapiters were exquilite beyond deterip-
tion, and the leulprure of Corinthian workmanthip.,
Thete tour rows of pillars included three intervals
for walking in the middle of this cloilter, two of
which walks were made parallel to each other, and
were contrived after the famemanner, the breadchof
cach being thirey feer, the height Rity feer, and the
length a furlongz.: The roof was adorned with cu-
rious fculprure, reprefenting a variety of figures.

valle Yo

This wasthe firft enclefure, in the midft of which,

and not far from it, was the fecond, upon an afcent
o’ a few {teps, wich a partition of itone, and an in-
feription upon ity prohibiting any ftrangers from en-
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trance, upon pain of death. It had, on'its fouth-
ern and northern quarters, three gates, equi-dif-
tanty and on the eallern quarter one large gare,
where men, who were purified, had admittance with

their wives, but the womén were not permitted to
pals any farther,

oF THE

There was a third enclofure, into which it was
lawtul only tor the prieits to enter.  T'his was the
temple itlelf, betore which ftood the alear, where
the lacrilices were ofered up,  Into neither of thefe
three did king Herod prefume to enter, becaufe, not
being a prietty he ‘was prohibited by the law, fo
thar he commiteed the care of the holy work rothe
pricits themfelves, which they finithed in eighteen
manths, when he himfelf was eight years tivtinifh-
ing the reit.

T he people were tranfported with joy at the com-
pletion of {o glorious a work, returning thanks to
the Almighty for his blefling upon the undertaking,
and extolling the king for the alacrity he had fhewn
in the execution of it. The event was celebrared
with feltivity. The king facrificed three hundred
oxen, and the people according to their refpedtive
abilities; To that the number of oblations could
hardly be compured. This memorable dedication
of the temple fell upon the day of the king’s inau-
guration, which added greatly o the folemnity,

There was an occult paffage built for the king,
leading from fort Antonia to the eaftern gate of the
inner temple, over which he erefted a towery this
paflage being deligned as a private and lafe retrear,
either for humielf or his fucceéfiors, in cale of any
fedition againlt the government. It is reported,
that, during the bui%.ling of the temple, it never
rained but in the night, fo that the work was not
hindered. This tradition has been handed down to
poiterity, and is, by many, deemed a peculiar in-
terpofition of Providence in favour of the work.,

Fnd of the Firreextu Book.
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