=13

Makes the
necellary ¥
prEparatians E]'Iﬂﬂ:.!

!k'r:ﬁi‘lil'n
af the tema
ple 21 18-

ANTIQUITIES

he had accomplifhed heretofore.  But as he knew
many of the people might be reluétant to afiilt him
in 1o vait a defign, he thought proper to call them
rogether, and addrels them, upon the occalion, to
the tollowing purpoit:

* It would be time loft, my friends and country-
* men, to give you the hiftory of my tranfaélions
fince | came to the crown: therefore let it {uffice,
that 1 have more attended to your benchit and fe-
curity, than to my own particular interelt. You
know what care [ have taken for you in your
greatelt extremitics, and without any regard to
my own profit.  You know, likewile, that you
yourfelves have had the greatelt fhare in the ad-
vantage of all the mighty works which, by God’s
bleing and afiiftance, 1 have brought to perfec-
tion; infomuch, that _fuda':a is in a better ftate at
this day than ever; wheretore, there will be no
need of citing the particulars of the cities, caftles,
palaces, &c. that 1 have either builr, fortified, or
rcpnin:t.i, in Judaza, and the tributary provinces.
But the fum of my prefent bufinefs is religion,
and what concerns the reputation of your coun-
try. You willdo well to obfervethatchis temple,
that was erefted by our forefathers at their return
from Babylon, wants fixty cubits of the heighth
of Solomon’s: though this was no fault of our
anceltors; for it was not owing to them that it
came not up to the proportion of the firlt, being
railed according ro the exprels model of Cyrus,
and Darius, the fon of Hyftaipes, under whofe
dominion they then lived, as afterwards under
the Macedonians ; fo that t%cy had itnor in their
Y power to advance that monument of their piety
* and zeal u|l': to the mealures of the original, But

fince Giod hath now pleafed, in his gracious pro-
vidence, to put the government into my hands,
* and, atche fame time, to furnith me with all ne-
*¢ ceffary means for the accomplithing of my end,
“* as peace, leifure, a large comperency of revenue,
“ and, which is more than all the reft, we arefriends
*¢ with the whole world, (thatistofay, the Romans, )
¢ it fhall be my care and bufinefs to tupply thole de-
fefts which it was not poffible for our prececel-
* fors, under theircircumitances, to prevent; and
¢ to do that right, in fine, to the glory of Guod, in
f¢ which we have hitherto failed, with all due re-
** verence to his holy name, and with a gracicude
* fuitable to the mercics we have received.”
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This fpeech raifed much anxiety, and many.

doubts, in the minds of the people, particularly with
refpeét to the demolition of the old temple, till they
were aflured of another being erected in its place,
which, in faft, they defpaired of as an enterprize al-
moft impraéticable. 1In this ftate of perplexity the
king encouraged them with the affurance, ** that he
would not pull down the old temple till all the ma-
terials were fully prepared for building the intended

new one.”

. Purfuant to his word, he ordered a thoufand car-
riages to be in readinefs to bring ftones, chole ten
thouland of the mott fkilful arnficers, purchafed a
thoufand facerdotal garments for that number of

and caufed them to beinftruéted in the dif-
ferent branches of workmanthip, in order to fuper-
intend the general concern.

Having made all neceffary preparations, both as
to artificers and materials, Herod caufed the old
foundations to be removed, and others to be laid,
upon which bafis they raifed the fuperftrutture of a
temple an hundred cubits in length, and an hundred

simg He- and twenty in height; but the twenty cubits fink-

ing afterwards, iticll fo much fhort of the original
delign, which our anceftors had in contemplation to
raife again in thedays of Nero. The whole fabric
was compoled of ftones, white and durable,in length
twenty-fAvecubits, inheighth eight, and in breadth
twelve,

The front of this magnificent ftructure bore the
refemblance of a palace, the middle being much
higher than the fides, and exhibiring fuch a view
over the ficlds, as was very agreeable to thofe who
sither refided Jlrca:lly oppofiteto ity or were travel-
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ling towards it. This view extended feveral fyr.
longs into the country. The porch, in clegan

was proportionate to the reft of the building; the
upper part being adorned with variety of rich ta.
peltry and delicate purple Rowers, with pillars in.
terwoven, and a golden vine creeping and twining " pug
about them, the branches of it laden with clufters "
ol grapes pendant from the cornices.

. Round about the temple were large cloifters, not
inferior to the reflt of the building in magnificence,

but much exceeding all that went before them for
fymmetry and clegance. Two of thefe cloifters M
were {upported by itrong walls, 2 work as fingular. ™
ly curious as had ever been execured,

The hill wasa rocky afcent, that declined by de.
grees towards the caltern parts of the city, ull it
came to an elevated level, This is the hill which
Solomon a long time before, by Divine direétion, T
encompafled with a wall, that was of excellent "™
workmanthip, upwards and round the toporit. He
alio buile a wall below, beginning at the bottom,
which was encompalitd by a deep wvalley, This
wall was compacted of large ftones, cramped to.
gether wich iron, including the whole, and reach-
ing down to the bottom of the hill. The form of
the work was {quare; and, confidering the magn.
tude and depth, it was an incomparable perform-
ance. The immenlity of the ftones in the front
was plainly vifible on the outfide, yer fo thar the
inner parts were preferved by joints immovable.

When the foundation was finifhed in the manner
defcribed, Herod caufed it all to be wrought into
one outward furface, filled up the hollow places
which were about the wall, and made it a level,
There was alfo within the fquare another {tone wall,
carried round the top of the hill, with a double
porch to the eaftward, facing the portal of the tem-
ple that ftands in the middle, This portal was mag-
nificently adorned by the munificence of many
princes in former times; and round about the tem-
Elc itlelf, were fpoils and tmﬂhics taken from bar-

arous nations, all of which had been dedicated by
Herod, with the addition of others of later date
he himfelf had takea from the Arabians.

On the north-fide was built a citadel, the work of
fome of the Afmoncan race, who, for a confiderable
time before Herod, had executed the authority of
prince and hliah-pricﬂ. They called it Baris, or the b *

I'ower; and there weredepofited the veltments of the
high-prieft, which were never taken out butat the
time_he was to offer facrifice. Herod applied it to
the lame ufe; bur, after his death, it came to be
lodged in the hands of the Romans, till the time of
Tiberius Cefar, in whole reign Vitellius, beingap-
rpmtcd governor of Syria, and going to take upon
1m the command, was (o maﬁm cently received at
ﬂcruial_cm that, in acknowledgment of the honour
one him by the Jews, he prevailed with Cafar, it
their ea requeft, that they might have tholefa-
cred veftments under their own im -
They continued in the cuftody of the Jews tllthe
death of king Agrippa, when Caffius Longinus,
governor of Syria, and C:([plus Fadus, procurator
of Juda, enjoined to depofit thofe veltments in the
town of Antonia, infilting that they cughe fill 10
be in the power of the Romans as they were form-
erly, Hereupon the Jews fent deputies to Claudius
Cafar, to intercede for their continuance with
I'he young king Agrippa, happening to be &
Rome upon the arrival of the deputies, o
thegrant of the requeft from the emperor, who ac-
cor: irﬁlty fent orders to Vitellius to delver then
up. Before that time they were kept under the
of the high-prieft, and treafurer of the ter
who, upon the eve of a folemn feftival, a At
the commanding officer of the Romans, hewed bit
their feal, and rook out the veftments, which, whes
the feltival was over, they brought to dﬂﬁ:f?
lace, and there depolfited in the prefence of the o
cer. I have been thus minute in this :
point, becaufe its various chapges have M, the
affeéted the concerns of our nation, As t©
Tower itfelf, when Herod had fortified It;'ﬂ“’-;
firmly, in order to fecure the emple, he B4,




