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talents, Dut as this was included in Caefar’s grant
to Flerod, the Arabians contelted the point, lome-

Tedn-  gimes by law, and fometimes by forcey and, to ren.

e 7 der the latter means more cocrcive, they engaged

wi apargy of foldiers, of defperate fortunes, who ere
willing to exert chemielves in an{ caufe that might
retrieve them. Herod was well apprized of the
derign, but deemed it expedicnt o counteract it
rather by mild than rigorous meatures, in order to
prevent trelh commotions.

In the feventeenth year of Herod’s reign Ceefar
petee  came into Syria, where he was immediately applied
erooei g hy the greater part of the inhabitants of Gadara,

with clamorous acculations againft Flerod, as a
7w G- moft infupportable tyrant and opprefior. They
peo st wore iniligaced to prefer thele complaints by Zeno-
s Jorus, who had bound himfelf ht oath never to

quit tie profecution of Herod, tll he was :hiEoi-
{efled of his dominions, and thy reverted to Ce-
far. Thus inftigated by Zenodorus, they became
maore and more vehement in their exclamations, and
;-1-,-:ri.1ll~,l becaufe thole prifoners, thar were deliver-
cd up o Herod by Agrippa, continued unpunithed.
Indeed, lenity towards the injuries of ﬂmngcrs was
a liriking trane in Flerod's character, however inex-
orable he might have been towards the delinquents
of his own fubjeéts. The mildemecanours with
which he was charged were, rapine, oppreflion, the
violation and demolition of temples, with others of
a limilar nature.

'T-t'-r-‘“v

Herod boldly prefented himfelf in jultification,
ddtncom and was treated with every token of relpeét and ho-
. nOuT b;,- Cafar, notwithitanding the clamours of
eigiand the multitude; mfomuch that the Gadarenes, find-
Mewdioac- ing his powerful intereft with the emperor, und
S thence expecting that they would fall into his hands,
" had recourfe to tuicide, by various means, to pre-
vent the infliction of feverer torments; and Cafar
thence inferring they had condemned themlelves,
acquitted Herod of every part of the accufation.

A combination of events, at this time, feemed to
Zesaters, 1vOUr Herod, and particularly the death of his
implacable enemy Zenodorus, by a violent dylen-
sl 1CTY, At Antioch, in confequence of which he ob-
ety tained, from Cafar, a confiderable part of his do-
Heel.” mains between Galilee and Trachon, comprifing
Ulatha, Panuim, and _the adjacent country., He
was alfo vefted with a fovereign command over the
overnors of Syria, who were accordingly under
uis {ole rule and diretion,

Herod was now advanced to fuch a pitch of good
fortune, that whereas there were but two men that
governed the valt Roman empire, firlt Caefar, and
then Agrippa, who was his prmciPal confdent.
Cxlar preterred no man to Herod befides Agrippa,
nor did Agrippa any one to Herod befides Caelar.
By virtue of this intereft, Herod obtained a te-
trarch’s commiffion, in Judza, from Au uftus, for
his brother Pheroras, upon whom he bgtowad an
annual income of an hundred talents out of his
Own proper revenue, to obviate the confequences of
any contingencies that might reduce him to a de-
pendance on his children, ~ After this, Herod wait-
cd upon Caefar, till he faw him embarked and, on
e IS reTOID, cruffl:d, to his honour, a moﬁLmutiful
sk o temple, of white marble, upon the domains of Ze-
<o, nodorus, near the cave !11.:}' call Panias, which is

at the bottom of a mountain famous for being the
lource of the river Jordan. The cavern is very
E':FP. and the fprings of waer in it perpetually bub-
ing. The mountain is famous  for a delightful

Prolpedt, but iall L :
temple o‘f fu;&trf::f af l!:j. I Inetne magnificent

The king took an opportunity, at this time, of in-
%rgtuumg imfelf wFLEu his prgﬁlc, by rcmin':ting a
third parc of their taxes, under pretence of com.
ey Pallionating the diftrefles they had undergone du-
= Nng the time of the late famine, but, in reality, to
conciliate their good will. The innovations he had
introduced, in violation of their laws and religion
Bave univerfal difgut, and were loud] i‘:i:'u:11:§413t|3
i) of; {o that, to p ‘erve order and decorum, he
Joined every man diligently to attend to his own
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concerns, prohibiting leleét allemblies, and fixing
Ipies in alllv slaces ot reforr, to take into cultody
all who fheuld difobey thefe orders, and caufe them
to be punithed with the utmoft rigour.  The very
roads, fireets, and avenues, were befet: nay, fo an-
xivus was he for the dete@ion of any that might
violate his injunétions in this particular, thar, in the
nipht, he would inix himielf, in difguife, with the
rabble, in order to learn how they flood affeéted.
‘L hole wha could by no means be brought to acqui-
elee with his fcheme of government, were prolecu-
ted with the greateflt feverity; while fuch as were
more maderate, were put to an oath of allegiance,
and difmified. By this m eans hebroughe the majori-
ty, out of fear, to a compliance with him; but thofe
who had the refolution to contend the point, and
{tigmatize his conduét, were taken off by fome de-
vice or other.  He endeavoured to impofe this oath
upon Pallio, the Pharifee, and Sameas, together
with their difciples; but though they peremptorily
refuled i, hedeclined urging it by any harfh means,
out of the regard he bore to Pallio.” The ¥ flenes
were allo exempted from this cath. Thele Effenes
were a {ect in {fome relpeéts refembling the Pytha-
gorcans ameng the Greeks; and though we have
already deferibed the peculiar tenets they hold, it
will be neceffiry, on this occafion, to point out the
caules for which they were paid fo diftinguifhed a
regard by Herod.

T'here was one among(t thefe Eflenes whefe name prediftion
wis Manahem, a manof fingular picty and virtue, of Masa.
who was endowed with the gift of prophecy. This 'EE‘:,;;"
perfon meeting Herod in his puerile days, going to
ichool, greeted him with the falutation’ of * Hail!

* King ot the Jews,” Ierod, eicher not knowing
him, or thinking him in jeft, told him he was not
defcended from a family to atcain fuch a dignity.
Manahem, fmiling, and laying his hand gently on
his fhoulder, replied, * You are to be king, ‘and
** you fhall rule happily; for it is the Divine will
*“ that it fhall be fo, Retain thefe words of Ma-
* nahem in your memory, as they give you to un-
Y derftand tﬁc change of your fortune, ~ It will be
** your duty to govern with juftice and equity; bur,
i Eg a fecret impulle, 1 i":lrn that your condufét
** will not be regulated by thofe excellent maxims;

as, in divers inltances,. you will {fwerve from
them; though, in other refpeéts, you will be for-
tunate, and worthy of much commendation.
Remember your crimes cannot be concealed from
the pervading eye of the Almighty, who will
moft feverely punilh you for them.”

Herod, at that time, was totally regardlefs of
what Manahem prediéted, having no reafonable
view of fuch advancement. But when he afterwards
came to the throne, and attained to the fummit of
his glory, he fent for Manahem, and afked him how
long he thought he fhould reign? Manahem re-
turning an indefinite anfwer, Herod put the quei-
tion whether he thought he fhould ret:]{gn ten years?
He zr‘:i:_Jpln:d. yes, and twenty, and thirty, butdid
not n the determinate limits of his reign.  He-
rod, reiting fatisfied with what he had heard, dif-
miffed him in a friendly manner; and, from that
time forwards, paid great honour to the fect of Ef-
fenes. 'We have related this circumftance, ftrange
as it may appear, as another proof of the many in-
ftances in which the fecret purpofes and counféls of
the Divine Being have been revealed to men of fim-
ple piety and virtue.
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CHAP. XIV.

Herod rebuilds the temple, raifes it bigher, and renders
it more magns tban it was before,

! 3 FTER fo many fignal tranfactions, and the = rro-

_ﬁmﬂm_:ghof fo many fumptuous edi He- [ e
in the eighteenth year of his reign, turned his twsle.
am?%?ntﬁz.w"d%};hd: erecting ?@ff a un’iple in ho-

nou true in every

more ftately than the former. Thﬁurk fie :;ﬁ

perfuaded would perpetuate his memory beyond ﬂ



